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Welcome to a real place of endless freshwater, unspoiled woods
and genuine spirit that’s enjoyed by discerning travelers seeking
an authentic getaway.
Visitors come to the small towns of the 1000 Islands region to
have a real experience: they paddle past wildlife on trips led by
third-generation locals, they buy produce from vendors who grow
their own food and they savor handcrafted beverages from the
water and fields that make up this magical place.
Here, buying local isn’t just an option…it’s a way of life.
Welcome to the 1000 Islands. Sit back, relax and drink it in.
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The 1000 Islands has been a
popular vacation destination
for more than a century among
those looking to enjoy the
majesty of this almost too-goodto-be-true archipelago. The
freshwater of the Great Lakes
passes these shores on its way to
the Atlantic Ocean and drifts by
more than 1,800 glacier-carved
islands. The native peoples who
first lived here called this region
“The Garden of the Great Spirit,”
and visitors quickly discover why.
Visitors come to experience life
on the water. They venture out
to hear true tales of pirates,
bootleggers and the rich and
famous who navigated these
gentle streams decades before.
They gaze upon fairytale castles,
awe-inspiring historic sites and
enjoy a pace as slow as the water
that runs by.
Visitors first started coming to
the 1000 Islands in the mid1800s. Where titans of industry
were building their lavish island
homes – some of which still
stand today – bootleggers were
soon crisscrossing the narrow
water border at night, smuggling
spirits.
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Today, travelers follow many of
those same bootlegging routes
on tour boats that jog along – as
well as over – the international
border and stop at places like
Boldt Castle, Singer Castle and
Rock Island Lighthouse.
While the water and shoreline
communities were active in
bootlegging and boat-building,
the inland fields of the region
were farmed like much of
upstate New York. Dairy farms
dominated the landscape
decades ago but have downsized
in recent years. Much of that
fertile ag land is now used to
grow a variety of crops.
That vast land, combined with
the moist microclimate
produced by the lake and river,
created an environment ideal
for growing the grains, grapes
and fruits needed to create
award-winning craft wine,
beers and spirits.
Visitors enjoy these fruits of
labor at tasting rooms,
downtown lounges and many
of the restaurants and hotels
that host guests from all over the
world.
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wineries

from too cold to
award-winning
Conventional wisdom said this
region along the far northern
stretches of New York State was
unfit for growing wine grapes.
Conventional wisdom was
wrong.
The 1000 Islands was a game
changer on the New York wine
scene. The first intrepid growers
planted grape vines little more
than a decade ago in defiance
of skeptics that said the area’s
cold winters would prevent
growth.
Today, the region is synonymous with “cold hardy grape”
varieties that surprise and
amaze thousands each year,
from sommeliers to novice
drinkers. The region has built
a reputation for producing
award-winning wines in one
of the most picturesque
landscapes imaginable.
The vineyards and wineries
of the 1000 Islands are rural,
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family owned and farm-style
in setting. They reflect the
agricultural heritage of this
vast swath of fertile soil amidst
the moist climate of the St.
Lawrence River and Lake
Ontario.
Wineries are a hub for activity.
Vineyards host festivals, tours
and special events year-round.
There’s always something abuzz
at a 1000 Islands vineyard.
No two 1000 Islands winery
operators are alike; they are
furniture makers, retired
Army officers and families
preserving wine-making roots.
They share an adventurous,
risk-taking spirit and sense for
quality that has led to gold
medals at wine competitions
throughout North America and
beyond, often coming out on
top of those who told them it
couldn’t be done.
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Otter Creek Winery
33109 Rudes Rd
Philadelphia, NY 13673
315-642-0622
ottercreekwinery.com
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Thousand Islands Winery
43298 Seaway Ave., Suite #1
Alexandria Bay, NY 13607
315-482-9306
thousandislandswinery.com

12 Saint Lawrence Spirits

1 Busted Grapes Winery

19557 Ball Rd
Black River, NY 13612
315-519-7574
bustedgrapeswine.com

2 The Cape Winery

2066 Deerlick Rd
Cape Vincent, NY 13618
315-654-3218
thecapewinery.com
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3 Coyote Moon Vineyards

& Winery
17371 Co. Rt. 3/East Line Rd
Clayton, NY 13624
315-686-5600
coyotemoonvineyards.com

4 Grindstone Island Winery

42811 Schoolhouse Rd
Grindstone Island
Clayton, NY 13624

5 Northern Flow Vineyards

40635 NYS Rt. 12
Clayton, NY 13624
315-686-4769
northernflowvineyards.com
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Venditti Vineyards
42780 New Connecticut Rd
Theresa, NY 13691
315-287-0500
vendittivineyards.com
Yellow Barn Winery
18876 Co. Rt. 66
Watertown, NY 13601
315-782-1824
yellowbarnwinery.com

38289 NYS Rt. 12E
Clayton, NY 13624
315-285-5224
saintlawrencespirits.com

breweries
13

Skewed Brewing
21182 Salmon Run Loop W.
Watertown , NY 13601
315-788-2337
skewedbrew.com
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Sackets Harbor Brewing Company
212 W. Main St.
Sackets Harbor, NY 13685
315-646-BREW (2739)
sacketsharborbrewpub.com
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Wood Boat Brewery
625 Mary St.
Clayton, NY 13624
315-686-3233
woodboatbreweryny.com

distilleries
10 Clayton Distillery

40164 NYS Rt. 12
Clayton, NY 13624
315-285-5004
claytondistillery.com

Dark Island Spirits
42 Church St.
Alexandria Bay, NY 13607
315-482-2059
darkislandspirits.com
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cold hardy grapes

Cold hardy grapes are used to make
reds, whites, rosé and port wines.
Some, like the Marquette, make for
The 1000 Islands is unique among New York’s wine scene for one
complex wine with mixed notes
substantial reason: the use of “cold hardy” grapes.
of cherry, black pepper and spice.
Others such as the Frontenac gris
The Frontenacs, Marquettes and La Crescents that are the signature are noted for their straight-forward
tastes of the 1000 Islands wine region are made from vigorous and peach flavor.
disease-resistant grapes specifically bred to withstand the subzero
winters common to Northern New York.
These grapes are special. They’re
different. They produce some of the
Scientists at the University of Minnesota developed these special
finest wines that many have never
grapes, which they dubbed “cold hardy” for their ability to thrive
had the opportunity to enjoy. Here’s
while popular alternatives perished. Their work - combined with the your chance. Come enjoy the cold
ingenuity of the 1000 Islands’ first winemakers – paved the way for hardy flavors of the 1000 Islands
this area to become a wine-tasting destination unlike many others. wine region.
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local foods
The waterways of the 1000
Islands belong to boaters and
sportsmen but the land has
always been farmers’ first. The
agricultural roots of Northern
New York run deep; boutique
producers serve up locally
sourced cheeses, jellies,
sauces, maple products, fruits,
vegetables, honey, meats and
more.
Just about every 1000 Islands
community boasts a farmers’
market worthy of exploring on
a weekly basis and crop stands
are a dime a dozen. Like our
winemakers, many ag producers
have turned their hobbies into
full-scale commercial operations
making sauces, cheese products
and candies that are a favorite
among locals and visitors alike.
Chefs and restauranteurs find
inspiration in the natural beauty
of the 1000 Islands. Dishes are
creatively prepared and many
take full advantage of locally
sourced fish, meats and produce.
Meals are often paired with area
wines and you’ll find local spirits
and brews in taverns and on
store shelves.
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Yes, Thousand Island Dressing
comes from here! That opaque
orangish-pink dressing with
vegetable bits that’s put on
everything from salads to
sandwiches is a 1000 Islands
original.
Just don’t expect us to agree on
its origin.
Some will tell you that the
dressing was developed aboard
a Gilded Age yacht owned by
George Boldt, builder of the
famed Boldt Castle in Alexandria
Bay. As the story goes, the chef
lacked his usual dressing so he
concocted Thousand Island with
what he had on board.
Others credit the wife of an early
20th Century fishing guide in
Clayton, who would serve the
dressing to her husband’s clients.
One satisfied angler was actress
May Irwin, who is said to have so
loved the sauce that she took it
with her.
Whichever story you believe,
be sure to grab some Thousand
Island Dressing in its namesake
home.
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breweries

Brewing along these shores far
pre-dates the craft beverage
wave that has beer fans
flocking to New York in recent
years. The Sackets Harbor
Brewing Company set up shop
in a former railway station on
the shore of Lake Ontario back in
1995. It was a gastropub slinging
handcrafted beer and delicious
food before the word was even
used on this side of the Atlantic.
The Wood Boat Brewery in the
shadow of Clayton’s Antique
Boat Museum opened its doors
in 2014 to rave reviews. Inspired
by the handcrafted boats across
the street, the brewery is
churning out a full line of ales,
stouts and seasonals to go along
with its wood-fired pizza, deck
dining and cozy lounge.
Skewed Brewing debuted in
Watertown’s Salmon Run Mall
back in 2013 and quickly became
the go-to for beer fans looking
for a trendy spot to sip a pint
and enjoy an urban-vibe with
trivia nights and creative dishes
including the must-have duck
wings. With 10 in-house brews
plus seasonal extras and guest
taps from around New York and
Europe, Skewed serves
something for all.
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distilleries

Distillers have taken advantage
of the region’s fertile ag land to
grow high-quality crops needed
for spirits. Vodkas…gins…
bourbons…moonshines…
they’re all made with a local
twist unique to the 1000 Islands.
Dark Island Spirits Distillery is in
Alexandria Bay, a riverside town
known of its summer live music
scene. Stop into the distillery to
learn how blues music – or
classic rock – had a role in
making that perfect spirit in your
glass.
Just up river, you’ll find Clayton
Distillery and the trailblazing
folks who started it all after
growing up on local farms.
Swing into the nautical-themed
distillery to sample Shoal Finder
Gin and Flagship Vodka.
While in Clayton head to Saint
Lawrence Spirits, one of the
most scenic outlooks on the
entire river. Enjoy the view with
a glass of spirits made with
locally grown ingredients from
a nearby preserve.
The native peoples who first
lived in the 1000 Islands called it
“Manitouana,” or Garden of the
Great Spirit. Today, some are
calling this area the “garden of
great spirits,” and it’s easy to see
why.
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while you’re
here

Be sure to check out these
popular 1000 Islands historic sites
while visiting.
Antique Boat Museum
750 Mary St. Clayton

May- November
Home to the largest collection of antique
and classic boats in North America.

Boldt Castle
Heart Island, Alexandria Bay

May-October
Fairytale Gilded Age castle is site to one
of the saddest true love stories ever told.

Rock Island Lighthouse
Rock Island, Fishers Landing

June-September
Historic 50-foot lighthouse with spiral
staircase and public access to the lantern
room.

Sackets Harbor Battlefield
504 W. Main St., Sackets Harbor

May-October
Lake Ontario shoreline site of two battles
during the War of 1812.

Singer Castle
Dark Island, Chippewa Bay

May-October
Four-story medieval-themed castle built
by the president of the Singer Sewing
Machine Co.

Tibbetts Point Lighthouse
33435 Co. Rt. 6, Cape Vincent

May-October
Historic lighthouse and grounds where
Lake Ontario and St. Lawrence River
meet.
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local
events

The summer festival and events
scene is jam-packed in the 1000
Islands. You can usually find a
tent-pole event happening
every weekend from Memorial
Day through Labor Day and craft
beverage producers are often a
big part of the celebration,
either hosting on-site or setting
up tastings.
Fall is the prime season for craft
beverage events. Wineries host
Oktoberfests and consumertasting festivals all built around
the harvest theme that takes
place in September and October.
Hay wagon rides, grape
stomping and live music make
fall craft beverage events a
must-do.
Most wineries, distilleries and
breweries are open year round,
meaning off-season happenings
are often just around the corner.
Events are scheduled around
the blossoming of grape vines in
spring; love is in the air around
Valentine’s Day and the winter
holiday season usually brings
craft-and-beverage bazaars.
For a full list of events, head to
Visit1000Islands.com/Events
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